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C O M E T 
is as ecccntric 
in all Iiis 
I ;cvemcnts, as unaccountable in his nature ; 
and 
es great a wonder in the fyftem of Tociety, as are his 
namefake orbs in the well regulated allbciation of 
iuns and worlds. 
H e is bound by no rules, and is 
an objeift at once incalculable and uninteiiigable» 
If a friend wiflies to find him, he muft ftand ftill 
ciid wait with patience till he chance to dart 
into 
the vifible horilbn ; for he blowcth where he lill- 
€th, and no one can tell whencc he cometh or whith- 
er he g o e t h . — H e drciTes in boots and a threble 
caped lurtuit in fummer j in winter he expofes his 
form, fcarcely clad, to the inclcmencies of the fca- 
fon and the fury of its 
ftorms. 
IndepcnJont of the 
control of cuftom, he literally 
turns night 
into 
day, and day into night ; lings pfalms on every clay 
in the week but Sunday, and then, 
difturbs his 
neighbor's devotion by roaring a catch or ^^hi^tle-• 
ing a country dance. 
Fafliion cannot number 
Vol. L 
O 
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Tunonç LerfubjC<n.<! ; for the outre conflruc^ion of hl<; 
mottled cloathi, betrays ibc fingularity of his mind 
îind the originality of his ideas. 
Confer a fiivor on 
him, and he will bccome your mroft implacable ene- 
my—treat him with indifference and contempt,he 
Avill give you all his eAcem, and all his affeilion. 
T o the indigent pilgrim, unaiked, he bountifully 
bcftows— but deaf to the petitions of the beggar, his 
hand holds his cafh with a convulfive gripe. W h e n 
you requeû; a ferions anfwer to the moll: important 
c,ucrtlons, he will difappoint you with a mere "gilli- 
îand ftory," and as Tom Wilton fays, " blow down 
the fabric of anticipation with a puff of ill-timed 
jocularity." 


He is endowed by nature with mental 
powers 
as extraordinary as his chara^Ttcr is uncommon :— 
T h e bcft education our country could afford, ha? 
fiored his mind with an abundance of ancicnt and 
modern learning. 
He fpeaks and thinks concern- 
ing the abftrufe and the important feiences with lev- 
ity, and in a fuperiicial way ; but argues moft ela- 
borately, and reafons moft philofophically, upon the 
nature of a pifmire's underftanding,or the wing of a 
butterfly. 
He talks Latin to the ladies, writes 'ovc 
letters to grand mothers, dlffertates with gravity, to 
children, and repeats fonnets and epigrams to ckr- 
gymen and fchdlars. 


Thefe biographica' iketches, are penned by one, 
who has long kno\\Ti Jack Comet, loved him for 
his many good qualities and refpecled him for his 
various literary attainments. 
I know not, whether 
the excentricity of his chara£tcr may be attributed 
to the natural-bias of his intelLeilual faculties, to a 
miftaken eftimate of men and manners, or to mere 
whim and affe(Slation. 
Certain I am, that fliou'd 
he be convinced of his errors, and induced to re- 
form, he would be aninvaluabebleffingtohis friends, 
and a briliiant ornament to fociety. 
At prefcnt, 
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pdilelli'ig aM t h e r e q u i f i t o s t o eibabliili a r e p u t a t i o n 
f a r 
v i r t u e a n d !earain:5 ; t o i n f u r e t h e 
l o v j 
aa^l 
reipect o f 
all h i s f e l l o w c i t i z e n s , h e 
is vi i w e d 
w i t h 
pity b / t h o f ^ w h o c a n J i l c w i g a i i h h h rrrc.it a t u l f'oo.i 
equalities a m o n g all t h e rir)j'ii]i of his iiico ilifcciiccs 
a n d i m p r o p r i e t i e s ; h 
;i:id i n i u l t e d b y t h e 


i j n o r a n t a n d 
u n t h l n v i t i T ; . 
D j j r i v j d of 
i h e 
m i l d 
c o n i o l a t l o n j o f 
f r i e n . l i h i p , tl^e b e l t j o y s o f i o j i c r v j 
his e x i i l e n c e is as i r k f o n j ;uid t e d i o u s t o h i i u i e f a i 
ic is iilelels t o all a r o u n d h i m . 


" VViio wouid no: 
If Uiolv a in,in thrrc be ! 


Who would not wtcp if AT r iCv'i were t.c I 


Hiterarp amufemcati?. 


[SEI-ECTKD.] 


rz/js 
LJDr 
OF THE 
CAVE, 


[Coacladed from No. 1 3.] 


1 H E riddle 13 at laft explaiiiea. 
^Ty u n c l e 


is r e t u r n e d , and has b r o u g h t with hl-.n 
1 wiii not tell 


you w h o , till I have prepared you to give h i m that wel- 
c o m e 
in 
y o u r 
imagination, 
w h i c h 
he certainly 
d e - 
ierves.—Befides it wo\ild be 
letting; you i:uo the 
plot 
too 
f o o n , and deflroying that furpriie, w h i c h 
fo nvj; h 
heightens the beauty of a n y great caraurof.h--.— Gn-.ciu- 
al!y then to be-rin : — M v uncle no i o o r e r '/r^t to L o n - 
d o n , than he went to Sir Q . M 
, w!::o ii h t f'ji;nd in 


a good deal of perplexity, not on;y on a c c o u n t of the iir- 
tic hope lie 
of rcccveri'ig h ' i d:..; •hicr, biit c h o 
c n 
that of f o m e c o n f e q u e n c e s her 
elop-^ment had 
ed, w h i c h 
he did not as vet tldnk. fit to m e n t i o n . — M v 
u n c l e told him, he had caf.ially h^zvl of a y c . i r g lady, 
w h o was (aid to be concealed at the houi'e of or.e of 
his 
in^-imatc friends, a n d h a v i n g g o j d reafons for ."afnctnir.g 
it was his d a u g h t e r , he had 
taken the liberty to wait c n 
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Lim, ill order to aíTure him, that in cafe the perfon he 
meant was really her, he neetled be under no apprehen- 
iiotis that ilie had fled from his authority on any motive 
"wliich coùld bring diflionour on 
his family ; and 
then 
proceeded to excule this aft of difobedience in 
her, by 
reaior.itrating hovv 
impoflibie it was for any confiderà- 
tìon-, to overcome an averilon, grounded on 
a natural 
antipathy, and the ill eifeds which forced marriages, for 
the mo.l }>nrt, produce. 


Sir G . iM 
, fieard him 
with a great deal of 
pa- 
tience, and then told him, that he had not fo itrenuouily 
infiiieii on his daughter's obedience in this point, on the 
fcore cf any advantage he pro[)ofed by the marriage, but 
merely 
to comply 
with 
the promife 
he had 
given to 


L o r d H 
; for in truth, faid he, I have l;eard i'ome 


things of late concerning him, which had I known 
be- 
fore, I 
never 
fhould have approved of the alliance.— 
T o thefe he added many other expreíBons, which made 
m y uncle fee that a reconciliation 
between them would 
not be ditlicult to accomplifli ; and having brought him 
entirely into the difpoiition he wiilied, he at length ven- 
tured to inform him, that to his certain knowledge, the 
young l?.dy he had 
mentioned, was no other than his 
daughter : but at the fame time told 
him, that he mull 
not expci'^ to be made acquainted 
with the place of her 
retreat, ti'.l he had given his word and honor to forgive 
her, and to make no ufe of his authority as a parent to 
force her inclinations. 
T o this, the other faid he would 
readily agree, provided ftill her conduit, fince her quit- 


ti.-ig his houle, had given him no frelli í^abje¿t of 
com- 
plaint againit her. 


M y uncle thought there needed no more from a per- 
fon wlio he found was nicely tenacious c f his promifes, 
a,id immediately related the whole ftory of her conceal- 
ment in the cave, how I had found her there, andaftir- 
v/arvi': i t his dofn-e, brought her home with 
m e . — T h e 
j!oo<.l i)Li gentleman, it feems, llilened to this recital with 
tcurs of Joy, and as foon as it was e¿ided, en)braced my 
U'icle, iVid he i-vever could fulhcieiitly acknowledge 
the 
obli¿^_ations he had to him, called him the protestor of 
h;s daughter's and 
his family's honour, and fwore he 
fliould always regard him with much more than a bro- 
tlicriy a.feétion. 
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Sach extrav^rdi-nry djinoai^ritio-is 
of gr.intiide, for 
•n riitio!!, which, la reality, 
no i m r e than coir» rioa 
h.i ninity 
waiikl have obliged any m?.n to, very 
m ich 
einbarra.Hd mv uacle. 
H e was not lorry, ho.vcvtr, to 
iinu the iniprCiUo i it n n d e oa ln;n, bfcaiitc it could not 
bjt taeil tate tiie go.xl work he had ib hippiiy begun — 
In.ie«;d tiicre now required no more tolici arions. 
I ' h e 
fa:h:r threw orf all reierve, an 1 fra-ikly owned, that as 
things had happened, he was fo fir fru^i b.ing trovibl-id 
iiii daughter had been guilty of Iwei viri^, from that duty 
ilie had in every other artlclj ob crvcd towards 
luui, 
that he rather looked on whit flie Ir.d done, as iufpirtd 
by Divine i ' r o v i d e a c e . — F o r a girl of her years," li^id 
he, ' ' t o run all hazards, expofe htrfrlf to ail dingers, 
' ithcr t!ian become the w.fe of a n n n , wholj: exterior 
lorin has nothing to create fo ftrong an averiion, feeir.s 
to me to iave fomething fupernatural in it; and I m u d 
: link it w:is by tlie direction of iier guardian ai);Jtl,that 
took this o!ily method to avoid a man, w h o m I am 
;! )w well convinced ilie never c mid have b^en happy 
with, even had her love been as extreme as her lu.trei i» 
it prefent." 


A l l t!i:s a little afljn'iliid 
mv 
uncle; but the other 
foon put an eiid to the iufpenie he was in, hv telling 
hioi on w h ' t oc<:ifion his fent.ments were clianj-ed, lo 
rnuc!\ to the reverie to what t!i 
hud been. 


It fee.ns, fome little time before it \va- publiclv k n o w n , 


that Sir G , M 
ha 1 refolved to ri'fpole or 


tv-T to l/)r.l H 
, a yo'.jng gen tie n n n of ihin'.!/, e-ii il 


i:i fortune to him, and nnich his fuperi r in ace 
I'ri- 
ment^ and perfonal gr.ici-, came to dernard penniirion 
to make his addrelTe-. lo that youngberu-y ; b;;: ¡^.eriat'i- 
cr was obliged to reje'l M s oli;rs on account oi i-.lr, pro-r.- 


J 
J 


ifj being already given; oa wliich the other d c f i i l r J . — 
T h e fatner, however, after her elooemenr, v.m-; not wl:h- 
out fo ne apprehenfions, that Ihe had privatelv ep.cf)^.- 
^age.l the paili;-in of this new lover, and m ' p o d i i i i y 
r:turn it in a miiiner no wav to the avlvar.t..ue of 
h;r 
character, tid t!ic rivals haripeain 
pany, and this ladv 
bv i 


Lo injcc•OU....C com- 
•f the to.oic of C O . vTr.irion, 


L o r d I I 
f p o k e or 


O 
a 


y.v- 


h^r ia tcruii iiii;a!v ui'uiiou.-:, 
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which the other, who truly loved, though without hopc^ 
refented, by fending him a challenge the next morning ; 
but Lord H 
retufed to accept it, faying he knew 


better things than to fight on the (core of fo'worthlefs a 
girl, w!io, he doubted not, was by this time a common 
j^roilitute. 
This affair made a great noife in town, 
and it was not without the interpofitioii of all the friends 
on both fides, that it was made up, by Lord H 
con- 


fenting to aiw pardon, and declaring he knew no iil of 
the young lady, but had fpoke prematurely. 
T h e faith- 
ful lover however, was founeafy at this ilur on the rep- 
utation of a woman he iincerely believed innocent, that 
he came to her father, and otftred to do his utm.oft in 
aflifting the fearch he was tlun m.aking after her; it'll 
declaring, that if fuc could be found, and would accept 
his hand, he would alk no other fortune with her, 
than 
the happinefs of pofleffing htr.—This generofity 
fo 
m.uch charmed the old gentleman, that he wiihed to re- 
cover her, not only from principles of tender affection, 
but chicfly that he might give her hand to a perfon fo 
txlremtly deierving, 
Thia it was that had made hirn 
now exprefs himfelf in the terms he did, on hearing the 
account my uncle gave cf her. 


In fine, the lover was fent for the next day, to be 
made partaker of the joyful news; and, after fome con- 
fultation, it was thought beft he iliould come down with 
my uncle, and make his addreifes in perfon to the young 
lady ; that her father was not to appear in the affair ;but 
that if ilie confented, the marriage iliould be folemnized 
here.—My uncle is to aft as her guardian, and have the 
management of every thing. 
T h i s ftcmed, in all their 
opinions, the moil effeflual way of filencing the tongue 
of cenfure, on her parting from home in that clandeftiue 
manner ; iince it niuft appear flie went away for no o- 
ther reafon,than to flee from the cruelty of a parent who 
forced her to receive theaddrelTes of a man ilie could not 
love. 


N o w , dear Arabella you have the whole of this myf- 
terious matter ; but you would have pitied the poor crea- 
ture, if you had feen the agitation (lie was in, on hearing 
my uncle's coach was coming up the lane that leads to 
the houfe.—She ran to the window, endeavouring to 
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difcover, while at a diftance, who was with him ; but a 
rnw of thick-fet 
with their intermingling branches, 


ds,irived her of the power ; anrl not till they alighted,and 
were juft entering, could file perfinde herfelf it was any- 
other than her father.—It is poiTible, however, that on 
fight of this Granger, who is an extreme handfome wt II 
made man, ine might gnel's part of the truth; for, aj ilie 
has lìnee confefied to me, iie had given her femereafoub to 
iini:;ine he loved lier, though he had never any oppor- 
tjni:y of declariu:; his paiTion to lierfelf. 


My unjle (n ule no r!i:-ntion of any thing that had paf- 
fcd, and matters of mere iiid'-fference filled up the con- 
vtrfation all l'upper time. 
W h e n the h^-ur arrived for 
repo'e, he faw his gneft into a chamber prepared for 
him, and then returned to give us an account you may 
believe we were impatitnt enough to hear. 
T h e young 
lady could not be told that the conditions of her pardon 
depended on her accepting this gentleman for a In fband, 
without blufliing exceilively. 
T h e proofs he iiad given, 
however, of his love and generofitv, had all the wciglit 
rhcy ought to liave with lier; 
and I do not doubt but 
t!iat a very few davs courtfhip wiii entirely fubdue ili the 
fcruplcs her excefs of modcfty raifc^^ in oppofition to 
the wiihes of fo ardent ai-.d in'':hful a iover. 


When the v.-eddino is o\ er, we iliah ali f^o to town to- 
gether. 
T h e bride and the bridegroo.ri are to wait 
on 
the old gentleman in form, and alk prcion for having 
m-iiricd without his knowledge^ after wh ch the feailhig, 
hall, and every thing proper for celebrar.iig the iiuptiais 
of people of their diftiu«5lion, fliail be elegriP.tly fiirnifli- 
ed ; and you w-ill have the pleafure of ieflng the lady 
of th: cavif filine out with all the advant;'gvs of ponip 
and grandeur. 
It will alfo, I flatter myfelf, add to your 
fatisfaéVion, that this happy catailrophe is greatly owing 
to mv courage, in purfuing and cifcovering the 
lohite 
devil of Broxbon wood. 
If it v ould have fo good an ef- 
feft on you as to rid you of the tV ars yor. are in of ghoJts 
and apparitions, 1 lhall have a double caafe of rejoic- 
liig. 


• t 


THE NIG HTIN GALE. 


FOR THE 
NIGHTINGALE. 


MESSRS 
E D I T O R S , 


C a l l i n g yeflerday at a friend's houfe, npon 
fome bufinefs, I was informed that lie was ablent, 
but expected home every minute, and was rcqueft- 
ffd to wait his return ; being very deiirous of fee- 
ing him, I accepted the invitation, and was intro- 
duced into the parlour. 
After remaining there a 
few minutes, I obfervcd a No. of the Nightingale 
upon the table, in which, upon taking it up, I found 
a mark of my friend's approbation upon a page which 
contained fome detached remarks. 
This circum- 
fiance, as I know my friend to have an excellent 
judgment, naturally led me to confider them with 
attention. 
I was fo ftruck with the juftnefs of them 
all, but particularly with the firft, that I cannot 
forbear tranfcribing it, as perhaps fome of your 
readers may have paficd over it, without attending 
to it. 
The remark I allude to, was expreiled as fol- 
lows 
Generally fpeaklng, thoie perfons who 
know little^talk much, and thofe who know much^ 
talk little. 
It is natural for a blockhead to think 
the little he knows importanr, and to tell it to all 
the world. 
But the man of knowledge does not' 
open his packet fo readily, he hath much to fay, 
^nd is fenllblc that much more may be laid after 
him, he therefore remains llknt." 
After reading 
the above I could not help remarking that if we 
were to judge the young men of the prefent gene- 
ration by that rule, wc fhculd find very few of them 
overburdened with feni'e. 
The convcrfation of 
young gentlemen in general, is intended to plcafc 
the ladies, and it is very natural that it ihould ba 
fo, as they cxpeil to derive from them, the greateil 
"iiappinefs of their lives. 
But is it not furpriilng 
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tiiat the young ladies, who ihow their good fenfe in 
moll: every thing clfe, can be pleafed with i'uch tri- 
fling and frivolous difcourfe as they are generally 
entertained with > It certainly gives us but little 
realbn to judge favourably of their own intellectu- 
al endowments. 
I think that if they were to ihow 
a proper dilregard to this unmeaning converfation, 
it might be produiSlive of many beneficial eifeCts. 
It woui J make ouryouth/mhopcsof gainingtheir fa- 
vor and approbation, by more attentive to the ac- 
quiring uftf^ul knowledge than what is generally 
termed chit chat, or in other words, what has been 
repeated over and over again for many years paft» 
As it is generally allowed that much ufefol inftruc- 
tion may be gained from the converfation of men 
of fenfe, it would alfo give the ladies themfelves, a 
general knowledge of many branches of literature, 
that at prefent it cannot be fuppofed they are ac- 
quainted with i though ufeful, not being lb imme- 
diately neceflary in their education. 
In the a- 


bove obfervations I do not intend to include all the 
youn:« gentlemen of this town, for I am certain 
there are fome, (though there number is but fmail 
in comparifon) who ipeak little and know much, 
who though perfons of real good fenfe, have not 
a fufficient ihare of boldnefs and confidence, by 
difplaying it, to appear to advantage. 
When in 
company with others who talk nonfenfe with a flu- 
ency and volubility that furprifes them, they ap- 
pear in rather an unfavourable point of view. They 
are afraid to fpeak in the fame manner themfelves, 
as the folly of fuch converfation appears fo obvious 
to them, that they think they muil appear ridicu- 
lous to thofe they addrefs, they therefore remain fi- 
lent, and by perfons who have only a Ibperficial 
knowledge of them are thought to be dull and ftu- 
pid. 
But thofe who are fully acquainted with 
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them, know how to prize them. 
T h e above hints 
are offered by a peribn who has fcen what is tallcil 
the world and has rome knowledge of mankind, in 
hopes,that elegant writer, the author of tlie Mitro- 
coim, who paints mankind as they really are, will 
be induced to enlarge upon them, and iavour the 
readers of the Nightingale with a No. upon tlie 
fubjeiV, as it is probable he will do it greater jufticc 
than one whofe time is devoted entirely to bufmers. 


AN ENEMY 'i O FOPPISH GAUKUHTV. 


[ s e l e c t e d . ] 


BEri^EEN 
Y O U Al^D 
I. 


r 
Whene'er & tale w in two garments di eft. 


The virtuous mind will ever chuie A : Irjl» 


I W O N ' T fill you how T came bv the fower of 
jerking myfelf, unperceived, into cv ; r rivatf compa- 
ny—and, concealed by the clciak of . '/inbilit*. of not- 
ing the moft private converfation—13u: 


I heard Gen. St. Clair whifper Ccn: Harn.tr, "Ma- 
ny a brave foldicr hnsbeen facrihced to favagc barbarity 
-—bttivecn %9U and 


I heard Mrs. IJmberham whifper her hufrand, after 
their divorce, '' Tliat was a very little affair, which made 
fo much mifchiif—between you and /." 


I heard Mr. Gallatin whifper Mr. Livingfton, "That 
was a fine Jacobin fpeech on tlie Treaty-papers— 
izoet fi you an.) 


I hecri Mifs Friik whifper Mr. Briik, " Lail evening 
I was hu^elv pleafed—hetvocenyou 
and /." 


I heard Ben burglar whifper Capias the deputy flie- 
riff, "That was a curfed treaty—betxoeen jcu end I— 
and the pofl'* 


I heard Abraham Baldwin whifper Gen. 
Gunn, 
"That challenge was a ridiculous farce—hefwecn^cu aud 
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I h e a r d INIofcs R o b i n f a n 
w l i i l p e r 
M r . B u r r , 
« ' T h y 
wlil be (lone-—hetrv^en you ar.cl f. 


I h e a n i I f r a c l 
S m i t h 
w h i f p e r t o ^ v:uli, " M y d e a r 
coufill, t h e r e is a 
v e r y c l o f e r e L - m b l a n c e — h e t i c f r n y t u 
rni /." 


J 
heard 
P r e f i J c n t 
W a i h i n : , ' t o n 
w h i l p e r 
Gov. 
J a v , 
' ^ T i i c 
falvatioii of t h e U n i t e d States M-as f e c u r e d i r o m 
d c n i o c i a t i c a l rage—betzveeti yen and 


IL^oetrp» 


BEAUTIFUL 
SELECT/OX. 


A SONG. 


L E T Fame found the trurnpct, and cry—to the war ; 
Let G!or)' re-echo the drain ; 


T h e full tide <yf honor, may flow from the fear, 
And heroes may fmilc on their pain. 


T h e treafurcs of autumn let B.»cchus diiplay, 
And dagger about with his b o w l ; 


On fcience, let Sol beam the luftre of day, 


A n d wifdom give light to the foul. 


l.et India un'"old her rich gems to the vic«r, 


E i c h virtue, each joy to imp- ove ; 


Oh ! give me the friend that 1 know t ) be true, 
And t!iefair, t h i t I tenderly h>vc. 


What's glory but pride ? a vain bubble is fame, 
And riot the plcafure of wine. 


\Vh?.t riclic5,but troubL ? and tide's a name, 
But fricndfl»ip and love are divine. 


DETACHED 
REMARKS. 


R E P R O O F f a o u l d n o t t x h a u i l its p o w e r u p o n p f f f y 
i a i l i n a s ; 1.1 it w a t c h nilioeiiiiv a r a - n f r tiie i n c u r f i o i i t of 
v i c e , a n d leave lo}>pi-Ty a n d iir.il/.y t o die oi ; h e n ; u i v e ! : 
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T H E 
n i g h t i n g a l e . 


T H E R E arc no principles but thole of religion to 
be dtper.dcd on in cafcs of real iiiiircfs j and thcfe ore 
abletotnc. untcr the vvorft emergencies, and to bear i s 
iir.d- J all tl.c chan^eb and chances to wliicb our iiv(3 
are ful-jti.^. 


SORROW is a klndof ruil of the foul, which every 
new idea cor.tributes in its pafiage, to fcour a\va\—i: 
is tlie putieiadion of ftagnant life, and is remedied by t x- 
crcifeand n.otion. 


SI'ST'iCION is no lefs an enemy to virtue than to 
hdppineis. 
He that is already corrupt, is nrturaily frf- 
; itiov'.s ; and he that becomes fufpicious will quickly l«^ 
t.crrr.]^t. 


y^NECDCTE, 


S I R William Draper, w ho had been very fevcrely 
attacked, in o r e of Jiinlns's celebrated letters, ad- 
dreiled himfelf to Mr. Biirkc (whom he fuppofed 
to be the author,'' in thefe v o r d s — * I am inform- 
ed, fir, that you wrote the h ttcr which appeared in 
this dayX Public Advertifcr, under the lignatiire of 
Junius—I ihall be oblig ed to you, if you will tell 
me, whether you did or not."— " Really, fir," re- 
plied Mr. Burke, *'that is a queflion I cannot he il) 
obliging as to 2nfwcr; as I fee no reafon for ycur 
aiking me the c,ueflion. If j ou believe your inform.- 
cr, it is reedlefs ; and if you do not, it is rather 
rude to found your fiifpicicn of mc, on the informa- 
tion of one you fufptift to be a liar." 
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